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APPRENTICESHIPS AND TRAINEESHIPS 
168. Mrs A.K. HAYDEN to the Minister for Youth: 
I would also like to acknowledge and congratulate the member for Midland for her 25 years of service.  
Members: Hear, hear! 
Mrs A.K. HAYDEN: I refer to the latest data from the National Centre for Vocational Education Research, which 
shows that 1 600 fewer Western Australians commenced an apprenticeship or traineeship in 2018 compared with 2017, 
the lowest number in 14 years. Will the minister now outline his plan to address this issue, or does he remain blissfully 
unaware of this problem, like he did last week when he answered my question on youth unemployment in this state?  
Ms S.E. Winton interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Wanneroo! 
Mr P.C. TINLEY replied: 
I thank the member for Darling Range for her return volley. I look forward to engaging in further and deeper — 
[Interruption from the gallery.]  
The SPEAKER: Members, I will leave the chair until the disturbance is over.  

Sitting suspended from 2.59 to 3.04 pm  
Mr P.C. TINLEY: After that time for deep consideration, I would like to thank the Young Liberals from the 
Curtin division for assisting us and showing us what unemployed youth can achieve! I just think their geography 
was a little off. They were low left; they should be high right if they want to worry about Adani. 

The SPEAKER: Quickly, minister. We will run out of time. 

Mr P.C. TINLEY: I thank the member for the question. 

When we look at youth unemployment, we should recognise the multilayered, complex nature of the issues 
confronting young people in Western Australia, but we also should be conscious of what has happened in the past. 
The member might like to do some of her own research and understand what happened to young people under the 
previous government. In the term of the previous government, 32 000 young people lost their jobs; in fact, 
43 000 full-time jobs were lost as young people were forced into unemployment, underemployment or part-time 
employment. To put that in perspective, given that the member wanted to talk about percentages, the number 
of unemployed young people increased by nearly 200 per cent under the previous government’s watch from 
12 000 to 34 000. Consistent with this, the youth unemployment rate increased by nearly 200 per cent from 
5.2 per cent to 14.9 per cent. Despite the comments from the Treasurer about the participation rate, which members 
opposite do not want to contemplate or acknowledge, the participation rate was down by five per cent at that time, 
so it was on a lower base. 

I do not think members should come in here and ask us what we are doing, when they did everything they could 
to constrain the economic opportunities of young Western Australians, and all Western Australians, by putting 
their foot on the hose of their opportunities, not the least of which was the 500 per cent increase in TAFE fees that 
precluded skills development and vocational training, which is essential for young people to move through to the 
workforce. We have addressed that. We have frozen TAFE fees and we are putting in skills and jobs centres to 
make sure that the transition from TAFE learning to full-time employment is absolutely a path that they can 
understand, adapt to, acknowledge and own. 

The other point is that we are making sure that the economics of Western Australia, particularly around significant 
infrastructure, create jobs in the flow-on economy, which is needed to create a liveable city, a liveable state and 
a progressive state that looks after the future needs and work requirements of Western Australians, not the least of 
which is the over $2.5 billion worth of urban rail infrastructure creating jobs in my own portfolio. A $394 million 
housing and jobs package has been created around the Metronet precincts to ensure that we have not only 
a modernised, accessible and liveable city, but also jobs for young people—apprentices and trainees—right 
throughout its design and construction process. What did the previous government do? It increased land tax 
three times and constrained business. What did it do? It lifted payroll tax. It cancelled trades. It created 
a circumstance in which young people did not even get the impression that they were wanted. Members opposite 
need to do some research. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 
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Mr P.C. TINLEY: One thing that members opposite need to do is understand that they need to be contributors in 
this place. They cannot come in here day in, day out and shoot everything that this government is attempting to do 
to fix the mess that they created. 
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